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ORDINANCE ON BEACH SAFETY

The undersigned, Head of the Maritime District and Commander of the Port of La
Maddalena,

CONSIDERING the need to regulate aspects under the jurisdiction of this Maritime Authority
concerning the safety of bathing activities along the coastline of the Maritime District of La
Maddalena, extending from Rena Maiore Beach — Rio Cantaru (west) to Capo Ferro (east),
including the coastal municipalities of Santa Teresa Gallura, Palau, Arzachena, and La
Maddalena, in order to safeguard the primary interest of human life protection at sea and
navigation safety;

HAVING REGARD TO

e Law No. 147 of April 3, 1989, concerning the "Adherence to the International
Convention on Maritime Search and Rescue adopted in Hamburg on April 27, 1979,
and its execution";

e Presidential Decree No. 662 of September 28, 1994, implementing Law No.
147/1989 on search and rescue at sea;

Law No. 394 of December 6, 1991, "Framework Law on Protected Areas";
Law No. 10 of January 4, 1994, establishing the La Maddalena Archipelago National
Park;

e Presidential Decree No. 1639 of October 2, 1968, "Regulation of Sport Fishing" and
subsequent amendments;

e |egislative Decree No. 171 of July 18, 2005, "Code of Recreational Boating" and
Ministerial Decree No. 146 of July 29, 2008, "Implementation Regulation of the
Recreational Boating Code";

e Presidential Decree No. 133 of July 9, 2010, "New Regulation for the Implementation
of Law No. 106 of March 25, 1985, concerning the regulation of ultralight aircraft
sports";

e Legislative Decree No. 4 of January 9, 2012, "Measures for the restructuring of
fishing and aquaculture regulations";

The existing provisions on the transfer of functions to local territorial entities;
Ministerial circulars on the regulation of beach and bathing areas;



e Various ordinances regarding safety, navigation, recreational activities, and
environmental protection.

ORDERS

ARTICLE 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS

1.1 The lifeguard service is provided to beach users for public safety and maritime rescue
purposes, with resources cataloged under the local Search and Rescue (SAR) planning.

Application Period
1.2 The provisions of this ordinance apply during the "Summer Bathing Season" as defined
by the Autonomous Region of Sardinia, from April 1 to October 31 each year.

Scope of Application
1.3 Facilities on maritime state property that offer bathing-related services, such as:

e Beach equipment rental areas;
e Beach establishments; Must operate lifeguard services as per this ordinance.

1.4 For free-access beaches, the responsible municipalities must ensure lifeguard services
from June 1 to September 30. If not feasible, warning signs must be posted stating:
"WARNING — UNSAFE BATHING DUE TO LACK OF LIFEGUARD SERVICE"

Signage and Notices
1.5 Safety signs must be written in both Italian and English and be clearly visible.

Heliotherapy Facilities

1.6 If an establishment operates solely for sun therapy outside the bathing season, a red flag
must be displayed with signs indicating: "FACILITY OPEN FOR HELIOTHERAPY
PURPOSES ONLY — UNSAFE BATHING DUE TO LACK OF LIFEGUARD SERVICE"

ARTICLE 2 - AREAS RESERVED FOR BATHING

2.1 The sea area up to 200 meters from beaches and 100 meters from rocky shores is
reserved for bathing.

Marking of the Bathing Area
2.2 Concessionaires must place red buoys at 25-meter intervals to mark the bathing area.
Municipalities must do the same for public beaches.

2.3 If municipalities fail to mark bathing areas, warning signs must state:
"WARNING — NAVIGATION LIMIT NOT MARKED"



Safe Water Limit
2.4 Concessionaires must mark waters safe for non-expert swimmers (1.6m depth) using
white buoys connected by a floating rope.

Activities Prohibited in Bathing Areas
2.8 The following are prohibited:

e The passage of any vessel, including windsurf and kitesurf;
e Anchoring or mooring of vessels unless specifically authorized.

Permitted Activities in Bathing Areas
2.9 Permitted activities include:

e The use of small non-motorized vessels (canoes, pedal boats, paddleboards);
e State vessels engaged in official duties;
e Water sampling boats with clear identification.

ARTICLE 3 - AREAS WHERE BATHING IS PROHIBITED
3.1 Bathing is prohibited:

Inside ports and within 100 meters of port entrances;
In navigation channels;

Near areas with active construction;

Within 200 meters of anchored ships;

Near river mouths (within 50 meters).

ARTICLE 4 - RESCUE AND ASSISTANCE ORGANIZATION

4.1 The 5-meter-wide strip of land along the shoreline must remain clear for rescue
operations.

Lifeguards
4.2 Concessionaires must provide one lifeguard per 80 meters of beach. Municipalities must
ensure lifeguards for public beaches.

4.5 Lifeguards must:

e Wear red shirts with "LIFEGUARD" clearly visible;
e Carry a whistle;
e Focus exclusively on rescue duties.

4.12 Each concessionaire and municipality must have a dedicated rescue station, equipped
with:

e Araised observation tower (2m high);



o A life jacket, lifebuoy, and a rescue boat;
e A first aid kit and oxygen supply.

Fire Prevention
4.22 Concessionaires must ensure compliance with fire prevention regulations.

ARTICLE 5 - FISHING REGULATIONS

5.1 During the bathing season, fishing is prohibited in bathing areas except for rod fishing
from piers and rocks without swimmers nearby.

5.2 Spearfishing is permitted beyond 500 meters from beaches and 100 meters from rocky
shores.

ARTICLE 6 - WATER SKIING AND PARASAILING REGULATIONS

6.1 The practice of water skiing and parasailing is regulated under the Ministerial Decree of
January 26, 1960, as amended by the Ministerial Decree of July 15, 1974. The same
regulations apply, where applicable, to activities such as towing inflatable watercraft,
including "banana boats" and similar recreational devices.

ARTICLE 7 - LAUNCH CORRIDORS

7.1 Coastal municipalities and concessionaires, upon proper authorization from the
Autonomous Region of Sardinia and approval from the Maritime Authority, may establish
designated launch corridors for vessels and windsurfing activities.

7.2 These corridors must have a minimum width of 5 meters, be marked with yellow buoys,
and display bilingual signs indicating their exclusive use for vessel transit.

ARTICLE 8 - USE OF WINDSUREF, KITESURF, JET SKIS, AND OTHER
WATERCRAFT

8.1 Windsurfing and kitesurfing must be conducted only in designated areas, with life jackets
being mandatory.

8.2 Jet skis must operate outside the 200-meter limit from the shore and at speeds not
exceeding 3 knots within launch corridors.




ARTICLE 9 - SNORKELING AND UNDERWATER ACTIVITIES

9.1 Snorkelers and divers must display a red and white flag indicating their presence.

9.2 Spearfishing is prohibited within 500 meters of bathing areas.

ARTICLE 10 - ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION REGULATIONS

10.1 Littering on beaches and in the sea is strictly prohibited. Violators will face fines and
potential legal actions.

ARTICLE 11 - PENALTIES

11.1 Violations of this ordinance will result in penalties as per maritime and environmental
laws.

ARTICLE 12 - FINAL PROVISIONS

12.1 This ordinance revokes any previous conflicting regulations and remains in effect until
further notice.

This ordinance aims to ensure beach and maritime safety through clear regulations
and designated safety measures. Violations are subject to penalties under maritime
law.

Issued by the Maritime Authority of La Maddalena.
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