MPA — MARINE PROTECTED AREA CAPO TESTA-PUNTA FALCONE

Geographical framework

The Capo Testa - Punta Falcone Marine Protected Area, located in the municipality of
Santa Teresa Gallura, in the north of Sardinia, is outlined on the sea surface that protrudes
over the Strait of Bonifacio and encloses almost the entire coast municipality,
characterized by a landscape of white sands and imposing granite rocks that represent
real natural monuments, located in a natural environment rich in scents, shapes and
colours that involve all the senses.

Divided into two parts and separated by the transit corridor north of the port of
Longosardo, the largest part of the AMP is located to the west and includes the Capo
Testa peninsula extending south to the promontory of Monte Cintu. The eastern part of the
port includes the promontory of Punta Falcone and extends southwards to the Scoglio
della Colombaia, in the hamlet of Valle dell’Erica.

The Managing Body of the Capo Testa - Punta Falcone Marine Protected Area, pursuant
to Article 7 of the Ministerial Decree 17.05.2018 of institution, is the Municipality of Santa
Teresa Gallura.

Located in the northernmost point of Sardinia, the town, which has just over 5,000
inhabitants, winds on a promontory overlooking the southern coast of Corsica from which it
is separated by the Strait of Bonifacio.

The inhabited centre develops around two inlets: that of Porto Longone, a deep natural
flord at the bottom of which is located the port that over the years has conquered a
considerable pleasure boating importance, and that of Rena Bianca which contains the
famous beach of fine sand it is white.

A very popular tourist destination, the economy of the country is based, in addition to
fishing and activities related to it, on the strong Italian and foreign tourist presence, thanks
to the importance of the environmental and landscape component that characterizes Santa
Teresa Gallura within the panorama territorial of Gallura.
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HISTORY AND ARCHEOLOGY

The historical testimonies on the territory of the Municipality of Santa Teresa Gallura are
very ancient starting from the Neolithic. Of particular interest are certainly the Lu Brandali
archaeological site (from the Nuragic era) and the Roman caves of Capo Testa, very
ancient settlements that have left interesting anthropological and archaeological traces.

The remains of the Eleonora d’Arborea Castle at the port remain from the Middle Ages,
evidence of the Giudicale period.

The favorable position of the place, characterized by inlets and coves also suitable for
marine landings, aroused interest for military purposes, in fact, already in the second half
of 1500 King Philip Il of Spain decided to build the coastal tower of Longosardo, a
structure that together with a another hundred towers located throughout the coastal
territory of the island had the function of defending and controlling any enemy incursions.

The name Santa Teresa Gallura came in 1808, when King Vittorio Emanuele | decided to
found a village that resembled his beloved Turin and named it in honor of his wife: Queen
Maria Teresa of Habsburg-Este.



NEED TO PRESERVE THE ENVIRONMENT

The Capo Testa - Punta Falcone Marine Protected Area is a circumscribed sea area, of
particular environmental and landscape value, within which there is a protective regulation
of the habitat, species and places in force.

The aims of the AMP, with the need for environmental protection, pursuant to Article 3 of
the Ministerial Decree 17 May 2018 (GU n.206 of 5 September 2018) are:

« the protection and enhancement of natural, chemical, physical, landscape characteristics
and marine and coastal biodiversity, with particular attention to the priority habitats of hard
and mobile substrate and Posidonia oceanica, also through environmental recovery
interventions;

» the promotion of environmental education and the dissemination of knowledge of the
marine and coastal environments of the marine protected area, also through the creation
of educational and educational programs;

* the implementation of study, monitoring and scientific research programs in the fields of
natural sciences and environmental protection, in order to ensure systematic knowledge of
the area;

« the promotion of the sustainable development of the area, with particular regard to the
enhancement of traditional activities, local cultures and environmentally friendly tourism,
the channeling of tourist flows at sea and along the coastal strip, and the use by socially
sensitive categories.

The grandeur and beauty of the environmental and landscape dimension that characterize
the area on which the Capo Testa - Punta Falcone Marine Protected Area is outlined are
two specificities that distinguish this place from the rest of the Gallura area and the whole
of Sardinia.

In fact, despite the substantial lithological and geological homogeneity, along the coast the
landscape is very lively and dominated by the characteristic forms of granite erosion, very
often shapes modeled by the action of water and wind, as in Capo Testa.

FLORA AND FAUNA

The flora is the result of a long evolutionary process of the plant world that also involves
the geopedological sub-layer, the paleogeographic and climatic events that have followed
one another incessantly both with slow changes and in more marked terms during which
the species have had to adopt strategies conservative also in relation to the pressure and
impacts exerted by the animal and anthropic world.

The flora of the Marine Protected Area, in particular for the very rare endemic species
present in Capo Testa (Silene santae-therasiae, Genista ephedroides and
Limoniumtibulatium) and for all the other plant species that characterize the coastal and
inland territory, is of considerable value for conservation and protection of biodiversity.



For all those who are not particularly expert in botanical sciences, it is always possible to
“simply” appreciate the colors and scents that plants offer in all seasons, and especially in
Spring, a period of exciting blooms.

The component of the underwater flora is also fundamental in the conservation system of
the Marine Protected Area, with the Posidonia oceanica prairie which is in excellent
condition. This marine plant, protected by the Habitat Directive 92/43 EEC, represents the
equivalent of an underwater forest and is a fundamental component of the Mediterranean
ecosystem, for its productivity, for the refuge it offers to the larval and juvenile stages of
numerous species and for its irreplaceable function of protection of the funds on which it
settles and of the entire coastal strip.

ACTIVITIES

TOURIST-RECREATIONAL

The Marine Protected Area aims to activate new forms of sustainable development from
an economic and tourist-recreational point of view as it represents a call for quality
tourism, respectful of natural areas and oriented towards well-being.

EDUCATIONAL

The instituting purpose of the Marine Protected Area combines the actions of protection
and management of the territory with information, awareness and environmental education
activities. The educational mission is aimed at promoting reflection processes on the
relationship between man and nature, which help rediscover the link with the territory that
hosts us and promote the sharing of the values that inspire the activity of the WAP.

SCIENTIFIC

The Marine Protected Area aims to develop a scientific activity applied to the management
of marine resources, through the study of ecosystems and protected local species and
periodic scientific monitoring campaigns conducted in collaboration with the best local and
national scientific institutes. and with universities.



