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Article 1 - General Provisions 
1.​ The provisions contained in this ordinance apply during the “summer bathing 

season”, as defined by the Autonomous Region of Sardinia. 
2.​ The rescue service is provided for the protection of public safety and maritime 

rescue. The relevant resources (personnel and equipment) are registered for local 
Search and Rescue (SAR) planning. 



3.​ During the operation of facilities located on concession areas of maritime domain, 
which provide services for bathing and sunbathing, a rescue service must be 
ensured. 

4.​ The obligation to ensure the rescue service in public beaches falls on coastal 
municipalities. 

5.​ If a facility intends to operate for sunbathing only before or after the official bathing 
season, it is not required to provide a rescue service but must display a red flag and 
appropriate signage in Italian and English, reading:​
“FACILITY OPEN FOR SUNBATHING ONLY - WARNING: BATHING IS UNSAFE 
DUE TO LACK OF RESCUE SERVICE.” 

6.​ On public beaches, if the municipality does not provide a rescue service, it must 
notify the Olbia Port Authority and install clearly visible signage stating:​
“WARNING: BATHING IS UNSAFE DUE TO LACK OF RESCUE SERVICE.” 

 

Article 2 - Sea Areas Reserved for Bathing 
1.​ The sea area reserved for bathing extends: 

○​ 200 meters from sandy shores. 
○​ 100 meters from rocky shores. 

2.​ Concessionaires must mark the boundary of this area with a red buoyed rope or red 
buoys placed 50 meters apart. 

3.​ The same requirement applies to coastal municipalities for public beaches. If not 
marked, a sign must be installed stating:​
“WARNING – LIMIT OF WATERS CLOSED TO NAVIGATION (200 METERS FROM 
SHORE) NOT MARKED.” 

4.​ The safe bathing limit for non-swimmers (1.60 meters depth) must be marked with 
white floating buoys. If not, a sign must be displayed stating:​
“WARNING – SAFE BATHING LIMIT (1.60m) NOT MARKED.” 

5.​ Swimmers outside the designated bathing area must use a red buoy with a 
diagonal white stripe attached to a 10-meter line. 

 

Article 3 - Sea Areas Prohibited for Bathing 
Bathing is prohibited in the following areas: 

●​ Inside ports and marinas, and within 100 meters of their entrances. 
●​ Navigational routes for ships entering/exiting ports. 
●​ Within 200 meters of anchored ships. 
●​ Near industrial water intake and discharge zones (marked with signs in Italian and 

English). 
●​ Within 100 meters of cliffs that pose a risk of rockfall. 

 



Article 4 - Rescue and Assistance Service at Sea 
1.​ The 5-meter-wide strip of beach near the shore is for rescue operations only. 
2.​ From 08:30 to 19:30, concessionaires must provide a lifeguard for every 80 meters 

of beachfront. 
3.​ Lifeguards must wear a red T-shirt with “SALVATAGGIO” and be equipped with a 

whistle. 
4.​ If weather conditions are unsafe for swimming, a red flag must be raised, and a 

loudspeaker announcement must be made:​
“WARNING: SWIMMING AT RISK DUE TO ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS.” 

 

Article 5 - Fishing Regulations 
1.​ Fishing is prohibited in bathing areas during the summer season. 
2.​ Underwater fishing is always prohibited within 500 meters of beaches. 

 

Article 6 - Water Skiing and Parasailing 
1.​ Water skiing and parasailing are prohibited within the Tavolara Marine Protected 

Area. 
2.​ The use of a life jacket is mandatory. 
3.​ Parasailing landings and takeoffs must occur at least 500 meters from shore. 

 

Article 7 - Launch Corridors 
1.​ Launch corridors for boats, windsurfs, and kitesurfs must be: 

○​ At least 10 meters wide. 
○​ Marked with yellow/orange buoys. 
○​ Indicated by white flags at the seaward end. 

2.​ Signs at the shore must read:​
“LAUNCH CORRIDOR – NO SWIMMING.” 

 

Article 8 - Regulations for Watercraft Use 
●​ Kitesurfing is only allowed in designated areas and requires a helmet and life 

vest. 
●​ Jet skis must remain at slow speed (3 knots) within 200 meters of shore. 
●​ Seabobs and underwater scooters are prohibited in bathing areas. 



 

Article 9 - Special Provisions 
It is prohibited to: 

●​ Land or take off from beaches with any aircraft, ultralight, or parachute. 
●​ Drive vehicles on the beach, except for cleaning vehicles. 

 

Article 10 - Publicity of the Ordinance 
1.​ This ordinance must be posted at all beach facilities. 
2.​ It is published on the Olbia Port Authority website. 

 

Article 11 - Final Provisions and Sanctions 
1.​ This ordinance is enforced by the Olbia Port Authority and enters into force on 

June 15, 2024, at 08:00 AM. 
2.​ Previous ordinances are revoked. 

 

Olbia, June 13, 2024​
Harbormaster of Olbia Port Authority 
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